Exodus 15: 1-21 — Safely and securely delivered 1.8.10pm)

Music played an important part in Israel’s worsbfgsod. And the Bible

(eg. 1 Chronicles 25:1) tells of men and women d¢peimosen to pass down boldly
and accurately in songs what God had done. Godisdgah 6:4,1 sent Moses

to lead you, also Aaron and Miriantdere we have a song two of those sang, what
somesay is the oldest recorded song. [Read Exodus2kj1

It's late on Saturday night. You make the phoné &au speak, the person on the
other end of the line listens. Arrangements arallffmmade — time and place — you
agree the amount of money to change hands. Yoaaephe receiver and straight
away you wonder if you’'ve done the right thing. Diney understand you? Did you
understandhem? Will they follow your instructions? Now you're weed. Your
heart begins to beat faster. You pace up and dgamkeep going to the window
and look out nervously. Nothing yet. The time cormed goesStill nothing. Is it
ever going to happen? Theaddenlyyou hear the sound of gravel crunching on
your drive, approaching the front door. Caha? Yes it must. The knock at the
door. What if it's gonavrong? Oh,pleaselet it be alright. Another knock. You
open the door cautiously. Are yglad to hear those words which tell you it’s
going to be OK: “Pizza delivery!” Safely deliveratlast!

We’'re focusing on one word this morning, and thatdvs‘deliver’, and its
derivativesdeliveranceanddeliverer

Have you noticed? The items of post thatrapst important seem to takerever
to arrive, don’t they? That present you've ordemdlch has to be delivered by a
certain date because it's for your Aunti@bel and it's her birthday next week.
That letter offering you a job. That letter witltlaeque in it because you've paid
too much tax (I wish!). That letter from a lovedeoMhese seem to tak@ever to
be delivered, don’t they? Whereas all ybills arrive on timeweeksbefore you
want to pay them, no delay there. Strange isn'’t it?

But the meaning of the word ‘deliver’ that | wargt to consider this morning is
different from what I've been talking about so far.

Rather than delivgr we're going to be thinking abodtliverance— the people of
Israel’s deliverance out of Egypt, led by Mosespsdisong of praise we've just
read.
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Let’s just fill in the background for a few momenasid remind ourselves what's
going on here: the Israelites, let’s face it, hathing to commend them to the
outside world — they were just wandering shephdhas;'d no great achievements
to their name. Thenly thing they had in their favour, was that Giwbsethem,
not because they were lovable, but because Godbwiag). And Deuteronomy
chapter 7 tells us God chogem to receive his promise of salvatiokor God did
not set his affection upon you because you were manerous than other
peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoplesitBvas because the Lotdved
you and kept the oath he swore to your forefatbiwshe brought you out with a
mighty hand andedeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of
Pharaoh, king of EgyptDeuteronomy 7:7-8.

This same verse reminds us that Israel were in Egypler the power of Pharaoh.
They’d come to livehere, you'll remember, when Joseph was put in chargbef
whole land of Egypt (Genesis 41) when there waseattamine in their own land.
But they grew in numbers, and the Egyptians samthg ahreat, and so made
them slaves, and oppressed them and treated theallyp(Exodus 1). The

Israelites cried out to God fbelp, and in mercy God heard their cry, and he raisec
up Moses to lead them out.

Here already we see the Israelites agrabol of mankind:they were bound as
slaves to Pharaoman is bound by sin — Charles Wesley writes in hisagheymn
‘And can it be?’ ‘Long my imprisoned spirit lay, diebound in sin and nature’s
night’. We’rebound by our sinful nature. And Romans 8:8 sdy$0se controlled
by the sinful natureannot please God.So man’s stuckThe wages of sin is
death,’Romans 6:23 says. Because man is by nature simulvants nothing to do
with God, the future is gloomy. Thiead news is that some just hide their head in
the sand and hope it's not true.

But thegoodnews is that when God makes us aware of our gtuadf our

bondage to sin, thisiclines us to cry out to God for help, we call@od for

mercy, like the Israelites did, and hearsour cry, and he reveals to us that he sent
Jesusto free us, taleliver us from our bondage to sin. Deliverance. And tlease
Romans 6:23 | judtalf-quoted goes on to saput the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our LordJesus is the Deliverer, the Liberator, the Sawesiall

needto know.

The Hebrew word used for ‘to deliver’ is the woygsa’ (and this word may sound
familiar to some of you already — I'll come backtbat a little later). As well as
meaning ‘to deliver’ it also means ‘to save’ arid itsedhundreds of times in the
Old Testament describing what God does. 2
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It's used a lot by th@salmist for example, Psalm 116¥hen | was in great need
[God] saved me.And Psalm 40:17)You are my help and my deliverer; O my God
do not delay. The same word used in both verses — ‘yasa’.

So the references to deliverance are more ortésschangeable with references to
salvation. The Israelites recognised all too welit need to be delivered, their
need to be saved, and there mBmy stories in the Old Testament of people being
delivered or saved: Noah from the flood, King Dafrmin his enemies, Daniel

from the lion’s den, Jonah from the large fishn&me a few.

But thesupremeexample of God’s work of deliverance in the OldtBenent is the
event celebratedere in this song, the exodus of the Israelites froavety in

Egypt. This was the one event referred to againagaih as God’s saving grace in
action. Psalm 106:21 refers to Godtas one who saved them, who had done grea
things in Egypt.In Hosea 12:9, God saysam the Lord your God, who brought
you out of Egypt.God delivered his people from Egypt.

You'll remember the story, I'm sure, how Pharaokrdually allows Moses and his
people tdeaveEgypt, but changes his mind and sends his ssldi¢ne world’s
strongest army at that time — after them, and daggh up with them by the Red
Sea. What a predicament for the people of Israéhvery in Egypt on one side,
certain death in the river on the other. They coiildo anything to save
themselvesonly God could deliver them.

Again this describes vividly the human predicamentan istrapped by sin and
death. We can’t danything to save ourselves — how can diaveset himself
free? We neeod to rescue us.

The dramatic rescue of the Israelitesaigold in this song that Moses and Miriam
sing: verse 8 of our passag®y the blast of your nostrils the waters piled ipe
waters stood like a wallGod parted the sea. But the soldiers are after them9y
‘The enemy boasted, “I will pursue, | will overtatkeem... | will draw my sword

and my hand will destroy thenGod led the Israelites safely through the sea; God
blew again, the sea returned and the Egyptianessigierished. God delivered
themsafely and securelyto the other side with the promise of verse‘liByour
unfailing love you will lead the people you havdaemed. In your strength you

will guide them to your holy dwelling.’

God delivered Isradtom the evil that was Egypt, but he delivered therthe
peace and plenty of the Promised land, and versell$8is, The Lord will reign
for ever and everSalvation in the Old Testament, 3
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Salvation in theNew Testament came when Jesus died on the cross\atral
taking thepunishment for our sinsdelivering us from sin and death when he rose
again,delivering us to eternal life in the glory of heaven. Goéind throughlesus
delivering his people.

What does this story tell us about Gtk one who bringabout deliverancethe
one who saves? Let’s look again at the first halferse 2.

The Lord‘has become my salvatiarThe Bible includes books of differetypes
the poetry and personal experiences of Psalm@rdphecy of Isaiah and
Revelation, what is to come; but we have to remettita this book oExodusis a
historical account — this really happened. Gitid rescue his people from slavery
in Egypt. Itreally happened in place and time, but it wasipernatural event —
Godmiraculously delivered his people out of Egypt.

And Moses is at great pains to let us know it @asl’'s work — if we look at his
account in chapter 14, we see tGatd told Moses what to do, he sent an angel to
go behind the Israelites to protect them from thidisrs, the_ord drove back the
sea and even the Egyptians said in versd 2Fs get away from the Israelites! The
Lord is fighting for them against Egypihey know that they stand no chance
whatsoeverif God is against them. Verse 30 sayi$jat daythe Lord saved Israel
from the hands of the Egyptiandt’'wasGod who saved them that day.

Jonah, as he sat in the belly of a big fish, called touGod and recognised only
God could rescue him when he saiflalvation comes from tHeord.” Jonah 2:9.
And the Lord commanded the fish to vomit Jonah ainyoland.

Only Godcan save us from captivity, only Gatbessave us from captivity, only
Godhassaved us from captivity. Whenever the Israelisaembered this
deliverance, they remembered God Erediverer. Jethro — Moses’ father-in-law —
said,'Praise be to the Lord, who rescued you from thechaf the Egyptians and of
Pharaoh.’Exodus 18:10a. It wake Lord who delivered them from the hands of
the Egyptians. The Lord has become my salvation.

‘But this is theOld Testament,” you might say, ‘hardly relevantie, in the 21
century, God destroying armies in the Middle Eastave his people.’

This is a question we face all the time as Chnstia what does all this have to do
with me? And we musanswerthat question, otherwise we will be seen as
irrelevant. Like so many adverts on telly | find don’t know if you've seen the
one where a little girl tries to talk to differegmtimals, 4
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but they all turn away from her untilparrot in a tree says ‘Hello’ to her. What's
the advert for? Eurostar trains! And the relevaoice parrot in a tree saying hello
to a girl to a railway system is ... Ldon’'t know.

So, the relevance of God delivering Israel from@gpusis ....?

Turn with me, please to Luke chapter 9, verse R8afl 28-31] Here Jesus spoke
with Elijah and Moses about hideparture’, his coming death; th@éreek word

used here for ‘departure’ isxodos’. Jesus is clearly linking his death on the cross
with Israel’s exodus from Egypt. Philip Ryken, iis lexcellent book on Salvation,
says this: ‘The exodus from Egypt was a sign promgithe greatest exodus of all:
Jesus passing through death’s deep waters anah¢psaie on the far side to save
us from sin.’

Thereis a link between Israel’s deliverance from Egypd aman in general’s
deliverance from sin, salvation. Peter said agio&esin Jerusalem after Pentecost,
‘Salvation is found imo-one else, for there is no other name under heaven given tc
men by which we must be savédk’ was of course talking about Jesus. The Lord
has become my salvation.

Back to verse 2 of Exodus 15he Lord is mystrength and ...my salvation.’

Israel’s deliverance here is accomplished by thegoafGod: verse 6;Your right
hand, O Lord, was majestic in power. Your right thahattered the enemyzod
destroyed Israel’'s enemy and there were no sursjabrapter 14:28 tells us. The
Egyptian army was destroyed completely. Why? Imptéral2:12b, God says,

‘.. I will bring jJudgement on all the gods of Egypthey were a brutal regime,
oppressing God'’s people, not allowing them to wiprsheir God. As well as a
physical victory, this was spiritual victory —no-onecan compare to God in
majesty, glory and power. He crushed his peopleérees. His power to save is
unique.

In the New Testament we firahe Saviour, there’s onlpnewho is able to save,
only one able to deliver us from our sins: Jesus. Righnhftbe day he was born the
New Testament calls him Saviour — angels say tchiepherdsiToday in the town
of David aSaviour has been born to you.uke 2:11.

After Jesus had spoken to the Samaritan womareatvéti, the people she told
about him saidnow we have heard for ourselves andkmew that this man really
Isthe Saviour of the worldJohn 4:42. Paul says in Acts 13:23,0m [David’s]
descendants God has brought to Israel the Saviesus), as he promised.” 5
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Remember earlier | said that the Hebrew word fod&liver or save’ was ‘yasa’,
and | said that it may sound familiar to some ai¥aVell that's because ‘Saviour’
Is Jesushame ‘yasa’ becomes ‘yesualgsushas the power to save, he is our
salvation.

Interestingly the&sreek word used in the New Testament ‘sozo’ is like lHebrew
word ‘yasa’ used in th®Ild Testament — thelyoth mean to save and to deliver. So
in both Old and New Testaments our salvation reguileliverance, rescue, setting
free. So as God rescued his people from Egyptstescues us frowur enemies,
he needs to destroy oememiesto bring salvation. Zechariah, father of John the
Baptist said;Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, becansdras come and
redeemed his people. He has raised up a horn easah[horn here symbolises
strength]He has raised up a horn of salvation for us intiloeise of his servant
David ... torescue us from the hand of our enemiésike 1:68, 69, 74.

Jesus is our strength and salvation — tv@lys strong to save. For him saveus he
has todeliver us from all our enemies, as God destroyed the iagyprmy.

But what enemies? You might say, ‘| havegt any enemies — I'm a very nice
person, and I've nevenade any enemies.’ Ougenemiesare the things which stop
us from enjoying a relationship with God, whichgstess from the life -eternal life
— which God wants us to enjoy. Let’s go throughheuickly:

Jesus saves us from thailt of our sins, that's why he came; when an angel
appeared to Joseph he sdilary] will give birth to a son, and you are to give him
the name Jesus, because he will save his peopietheir sins.’Matthew 1:21.
Romans 6:22 says that we have been set free frothreiugh Jesus.

We see the effects that sin has had on the wooldhak us, but Jesus saves us from
theconsequencesf sin. In Galatians 1:4 we redthe Lord Jesus Christ ...gave
himself for our sins to rescue us from the preseiitage.’And Paul urges the
crowd in Jerusalem to accept Jesus aage[themjselves from thisorrupt
generation.’Acts 2:40. Jesus delivers us from sin and the apresgces of sin.

We are delivered frorod’s wrath — God is angry at sin — but Jesus has deliverec
us from our sin so he has also delivered us frahwimath. We read in Romans 5:9,
‘Since we have now been justified by his blood, mmehmore shall we be saved
from God’swrath through him!
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Jesus saves us fraime devil, Satan as he’s called in the Bible. He trieshlaistto
turn us away from God, like he did at the beginnintlh Eve and Adam. Peter
writes in his first letterYour enemy the devil prowls around like a roarliom
looking for someone to devoul.’Peter 5:8Still think you’ve got no enemies?
But Jesuslelivers us from the devil who will ultimately be throwntina lake of
burning sulphur, we read in Revelation 20:10.

Jesus saves us from our enemies - sin, the consaepief sin, God’s wrath, the
devil.

In fact he saves us froavery evil attack There’s a wonderful verse which tells us
of the Christian’s assurance and hope for the éut2Timothy 4:18 say$The

Lord will rescue me froravery evil attack and will bring mesafely to his heavenly
kingdom."Whatever we face as Christians between now and wieego to be with
him, Jesus will deliver us from every evil attablathing can separate us from our
Lord, we will be safely and securely delivered éaven. That's Jesupromise to
those who know him and love him.

The final enemy he saves us from — death. We quesddabr from Romansk-or

the wages of sin is death, but the gift of Godasmal life in Christ Jesus our

Lord.” Jesus saves us from sin and the consequences ahdiso he saves us from
death, which is theultimate consequence of sin. Because Jesus defeated death
when he rose again ide, he delivered uso from this final enemy. Jesus’
resurrection assures us of tireatestexodus — from death to eternal life.

Jesus delivers us from our enemiedlHie crushed beneath his feet: sin, the
consequences of sin, the wrath of God, the dexdr\eevil attack and death. All
defeatedby Jesus. Jesus has the power to deliver his @éawhall their enemies.
Safely and securely delivered.

‘The Lord is my strength and ngong he has become my salvatioBecause the
Lord is my strength and salvation, he is alsosogg— the Exodus out of Egypt
gave the Israelites somethingsiag about, first Moses, then Miriam, and then
everyone else joined in. Salvation calls for a s@ajvation puts a song in
everyone’s heart. This gart of the way that God gains tigéory for himself —
when those he has delivered tell of what he hag dosong. It'shatural.

Those Jesus has delivered from their sins haaagin their heart. We love to sing
songs of praise to God, telling of what he’s daoreus.

He is our strength and our song, he has becomsabation.
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| received a letter in the post the other day amthe back it said, ‘If undelivered,
please return to ...” such and such an addtesters may fail to be delivered
because they rely upon a human to deliver themJBsiis’ work ofleliverance
never fails. God’s people are safely and securely dedige

Winston Churchill, speaking about the Battle oft&in, when our airmen delivered
this country from the threat of German invasiomg s&ever has so much been
owed by so many to so few.” Well, he wasong because for our greater
deliverance from our slavery s, all of mankind since the beginning of creation
oweseverything to one man, Jesus.

And that’'s why we celebrate communion, we rementii@r Jesus died on the cross
that we may be delivered from our sins, deliveredifall our enemies, so that we
may know God forever.

Prayer.

All God’s people have something to sing about. g sf what God has done.

| will sing of the Lamb.
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